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PREFACE 



This book is the Second Volume of English Translation of 
Sirat-un-Nabi originally written in Urdu by the late ‘Allama 
Shibli Nu'mani, a well-known Muslim historian who requires 
no commendation. His famous work Sirat-un-Nabi also 
hardly stands in need of any introduction. 

Translation in itself is a difficult task but Mr. Budayuni 
has made a very successful attempt. He has the full com- 
mand of both the languages, Urdu as well as English, the one- 
translated from and the other translated into. This trans- 
lation is, therefore, not only accurate but couched in good 
English. 

The First Volume of the English Translation of Sirat-un- 
Nabi has been greatly admired by the reader within and out- 
side the country. This Second Volume deals with Ohazwat 
and we hope that reader will like it. 

We are highly obliged to Mr. Muhammad Iqbal Siddiqi 
who revised the manuscript and prepared it for the press. 



MUHAMMAD IKRAM SIDDIQI 



GHAZAWAT 1 



If the Muslim writer, when he comes to speak of military 
exploits, is fond of" a grandiloquent style and windy discourse, 
the European ear, curiously enough, is not the less eager to 
listen to it. The Western listener desires to see the story 
grow and expand ever more ; for the ghastly spectacle of 
Muslim tyrannies that he contemplates to paint would for 
his artistry, require, not a few drops, but full stream of 
human blood. 

European writers, one and all, , have penned down the 
biography of the Prophet (peace and blessings of, Allah be 
upon him) so as to make it look one continuous chain of wars, 
all intended to convert people by force. This being a down- 
right lie, we consider it necessary to decide this issue before 
we deal with the Magh&zl. 

It is generally thought that so long as Islam jvas confined 
to Mecca, it was subject to all sorts of hardships, but when it 
shifted to Medina its evil days came to a sudden end. This, 
however, is a mistaken idea. Islam had, no doubt, tremen- 
dous trouble at Mecca. With all that, it was a single trouble. 
At Medina it multiplied itself and put on varied forms. All 
Mecca was one community ; at Medina there were the Jews 
along with the Ansar, who had little in common with their 
neighbours in custom, habit, religion and integrity of charac- 

1. We have reserved a separate chapter for dealing with the oauseB and 
events of these battles. They would not fit well in the general 
sketch as mere side-issues. But that perhaps can be appreciated only 
after a summary glanoe over the battles, and hence we place it at the 
end. Headers arc requested to keep this in mind. 
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ter, and stood as their rivals. To make matters worse, a 
third element, namely the Hypocrites, came upon the scene. 
Housed inside the fold of Islam they were more dangerous 
than either the Jews or the Quraisk. Had Mecca been won, 
the whole of Arabia should have bowed down because of its 
extensive influence. Medina had no influence beyond the city 
wall. Hitherto it had enjoyed complete immunity from outside 
dangers ; but with the arrival of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him), it had become the main 
target of the infuriated Quraish. 

A few days after the arrival of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) from Mecca, the Quraish 
addressed a letter to ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, who had been the 
leading chief in Medina and whom the Ansar were preparing 
tp' instal as their king at a royal coronation. This letter ran 
as follows : 

“You have given shelter to our man. We tell you either 
to kill him or turn him out of Medina ; otherwise we 
swear by God that we will all attack you and destroy 
you, and seize your women .” 1 

When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) heard of this he went to ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, and asked 
him if he would fight his own sons and brothers. As a, large 
number of Ansar had turned Muslims, ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay 
realised the significance of the Prophet’s remark, and did not 
comply with the commands of the Quraish. After the battle 
ofBadr another letter with similar contents was addressed 
by the Quraish, of which we shall speak later on. 

All the same, the encouragement by the Quraish had 
turned the head of the Hypocrites and the Jews of Medina. 
During this period, i.e., before the battle of Badr, the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) once 



1. Sahlh al-B&khari , Chapter “Salutation" — S, 




3 



rode through the habitations of the Banu HSLrith and Banu 
Khazraj. He came upon a group of non-believers and hypo- 
crites sitting with a number of Muslims and Jews. As the 
donkey moved, some dust was raised. ‘Abdullah Ibn XJbbay 
covered his face with a piece of cloth, and contemptuously 
told the Prophet not to raise dust in that manner. The 
Prophet saluted the gathering and recited a few Verses of the 
Qur'an. “0 man”, said ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, 1 “I do not 
like this. Even if your words are true, you need not disturb 
us in our meetings ; better speak to those who go to you.” 
The Muslims got ablaze at this insult and would have oome 
to blows had not the Prophet intervened and paoified 
the parties. 

Once, during the pre-Badr period, Sa‘d Ibn Mu’adh, the 
chief of the tribe of Aus, visited Mecca to perform his ‘Umra. 
Umayya Ibn Khalaf had been his old fuend, and this friend- 
ship had outlasted Sa‘d’s conversion to Islam. Accordingly, 
Sa‘d put up with Umayya at Mecca. One day Sa‘d and 
Umayya were both on the way to the Ka‘ba for making a 
Tatvdf (circumambulation round the Ka‘ba>, when they came 
across Abu Jahl. “Who goes with you,” asked Abu Jahl of 
Umayya.” “He is Sa‘d,” said Umayya. Then Abu Jahl 
turned to Sa‘d and said, “You people have given shelter to 
the Sabaean (the non-believers of Mecca called the Prophet 
and the Muslims Sabaeans or the apostates). I cannot bear 
to see you step into the Ka‘ba. By my God, you would not 
have returned home, had not Umayya accompanied you.” 
Sa‘d replied, “If you let us not perform the Hajj, mind, we 
will stop your Medina route (the trade route to Syria.)” 2 



1. $ajiih Muslim , p. 93, Vol. II <fc Sahih al-Bukhdrl, Chapter “Saluta- 
tion.” 

2. This incident with more details is .there in Sahih al-Bukhdrl in the 
beginning of the chapter on Maghar.I, 
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As custodians of the Hamm, the Quraish were respected 
all over Arabia, particularly the tribes settled over the area 
between Mecca and Medina recognized their leadership. The 
Quraish had, consequently, worked up all the tribes under 
their influence into hostility against Islam, so that upto the 
sixth year of the Hijra, the tribes of Yaman and other distant 
places could not visit the Prophet 1 (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). In the'sixth year of the Hijra a delega- 
tion from ‘Abd al-Qais came to the Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be upon him) from Bahrain ; these men stated 
that the tribes of Mudarr did not let them pass to Medina 
and so they could only attend on him during the days of Hajj 
when generally wars remained suspended . 2 

The Quraish did not stop at that. As they had informed 
‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, they were making preparations for an 
attack on Medina for the extermination of the Muslims. For 
a long time the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had to pass sleepless nights for fear of the attack. In 
the words of Nisfl’i, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him), on his arrival in Medina had to keep awake 
throughout the nights. 

SahiJt al-Bukhari has a report, in the Chapter on “Jihad” 
that once the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) expressed the wish that a proper man other than himself 
could keep watch that night. Sa‘d Ibn Waqqas, fully armed, 
kept watch that night ; and then the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) could sleep. Furthermore, 



1. Ibn Hisham, Chapter “Delegations,” The words are : “And this is 
because the Quraish exercised great influence over the people and all 
the leaders of Arabia acknowledged their supremacy ; and they had 
set them all ablaze against the Prophet.” 

2. Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter “Delegation of ‘Abd al-Qais.” Other 
authorities too mention it. 




o 
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there is a report in Hakim in the following words : 

“When the Prophet and the Companions came to Medina 
and the Ansar gave them shelter, all Arabia was up in 
arms against them ; a'nd the Companions had to sleep 
all night long with their weapons on their persons. 1 

The writers on Maghazi begin their narrations with those 
incidents, attributing the out-break of hostilities to the divine 
permission to make war upon the infidels that was given to 
the Muslims in this year. But a minute observer can see, 
from their own statements, the whole situation in its true 
perspective. Mawahib Ladunniya and Zurqani say that God 
allowed the Muslims to fight the non-Muslims on the 12th of 
the month of Safar in the second year of the Hijra. In 
support they cite the version of Imam Zohri which runs thus : 

“The first of the Verses that were revealed to the Prophet 
was the one beginning with the words : “Uzinalillazina...” , 
which says that those against whom war is waged (i.e., 
the Muslims) are in their turn allowed to fight as they 
are being persecuted and God is surely enough to help 
them.” 2 

Ibn Jarir, in his Commentary, says that the first Verse 
that enjoined the Muslims to take up arms was : 

“And fight in the way of Allah with those who fight 
with you.” 3 

It is to be noted that both these Verses allow the Muslims 
to fight only those who are aggressors. It is then evident 
that the Muslims were in fact forced to appeal to arms. 

Any way, the fact is there that on arrival in Medina, 

1. Lubabfi Asbab al-Nuzul by SuyutI, Sura Nur, and Mmnad of DarimI 
too has this report. 



2. The Holy Qur 'an, Sura Haqaru. or ‘‘The Cow.’’ 

3. Ibid. 
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the first concern of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) was to adopt measures for self-defence. He had 
to think of not only himself and the Muslim Muhajirs, but 
also of the Ansar because the Quraish had decided ta exter- 
minate the latter for having given shelter to the Muslims, 
and had wrought up the tribes to the same heat of fury 
against Medinites. The Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) thought of two plans. The first was to 
close for the Quraish the trade route from Mecca to Syria, 
the life blood of their power and pride, and thus bring them 
round to negotiate peace. It may be recalled that it was 
this step with which Sa‘d Ibn Mu'adh had threatened Abu 
J ahl at Mecca, The second measure the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) contemplated was to make 
alliances with the tribes round about Medina to maintain 
peace with the Muslims. 

Expeditions Preceding Badr 

It was in these circumstances that, before the battle of 
Badr, parties of fifty or a hundred persons came to be des- 
patched along the road to Mecca. The Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not personally join 
any expedition before the one sent to Abwa’, in Safar of the 
2nd year of the Hijra. Historians record three earlier ex- 
peditions as Sirya 1 of Hamza, Sirya of ‘Ubaida Ibn Harith 
and Sirya of Sa'd Ibn Abi WaqqSs. But there was no shedd- 
ing of blood on any occasion ; either the Quraish managed to 
avoid an encounter or the parties yielded to the intervention 
of some peace-maker. Historians deolare that these expedi- 

1. Sirya is an expedition in which the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaq be upon him) himself did not go with the Companions. If any 
battle takes place, the Companions light it under the command of 
their leader appointed by the Prophet. A Ghazwa is an expedition 
which is led by the Prophet himaelf. Some apply these terms accord- 
ing to the number of men despatched, They use the word ‘‘Ghazwa” 
if (he number of men sent exceeded to hundreds. 




tions were intended to let not the trade caravanB have a 
smooth sailing. As warned by Sa‘d Ibn Mu'adh, the object 
was to close the Syrian route for the Quraish. Adverse 
criticism interprets them as designed to train the Companions 
in loot and plunder. It is a charge based on sheer ignorance. 
In the first place Islam declares loot and plunder to be a 
heinous crime. Moreover, facts tell their own tale. There 
is not a single report on record to say that the Companions 
ever seized the merchandise of the caravan. Thirdly, if loot 
had been the object, the Meccan caravan should not have 
been the only target. 

Of the several expeditions sent to the neighbouring tribes 
for patching up peace treaties the first was despatched to 
the tribe of Juhaina. They were settled at a distance of 
three maro'hes from Medina, and their country was a long 
range of hills. It was settled with them that they would 
remain on equal terms with both the parties i.e., take sides 
with neither. 1 

In the month of Safar in the second year of the Hijra, 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) set 
out from Medina with sixty Muhajirs and reached a place 
known as Abwa’, (near this place was fought the Ghazwa 
known as the Ghazwa of Abwa’ or the Ghazwa of Wadd&n), 
a place where the Prophet's mother lay buried. The chief 
town of Abwa’ was Para’, a populous place inhabited by the 
tribe of Muzaina. It was at a distance of 8 marches or 80 
miles from Medina. This place marks the farthest boundary 
of the area appertaining to Medina. In the neighbouring 
country was settled the tribe of Banu Dumra who were in 
possession of that piece of land. Here the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) stayed for a few days. 



1. Historians do not mention it separately. They speak of it in connec- 
tion with the Sirya of Dumra, saying that Majdi, the chief of the 
tribe of Juhaina was on friendly terms with both the parties. 
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and concluded a treaty with the BanQ Dumra, whose ohief 
was Mukhshi 1 Ibn ‘Amr DumrL The following was the text 
of the treaty 2 : 

“This is a document from Muhammad, the Messenger of 
Allah, for the people of Dumra. Their lives and property 
shall be secure, and they shall be helped against any 
invader (the promise to be binding at all times) except 
when they fight against a religious cause. 3 On their 
part they shall come to the help of the Prophet when 
called by him.” 

Traditionists treat this as the first Ghazwa. Sahlh al- 
Bukhan also calls it the first. 

Nearly a month later, Kurz Ibn Jabir Fihrl, one of the 
chiefs of Mecca, attacked the pasture lands of Medina and 
lifted some cattle belonging to the Prophet. 4 He was chased 
but made good his escape. (Later on this Kurz embraced 
Islam and was killed when passing alone along a street at 
the time of the Conquest of Mecca.) 

Three months after this attack, i.e., in the month of 
Jamadl ul-Thani, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) left Medina accompanied by 200 Muhajirs and 
stayed at a place known as Dhu’l — ‘Ashlra. Here a treaty 
was made with the Banu Mudlaj. This place lay at a dis- 
tance of nine marches from Medina near Yanbu’. The Banu 
Mudlaj had been the allies of the BanQ Dumra ; the Banu 
Dumra had already entered into a treaty with the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) so they readily 



1 Also read as Jlakhshi. 

2. Baud al-Anaf, Vol, II, p. 58 and Zurqaul, Vol. I, p, 459, 

3. The exception hero, as in the agreement with the Jews, is strange. 
The ‘Alluma ought to have clarified it.— Translator. 

4. Itabah, description of'lvur^ Ibn Fihri. 




accepted the same terms . 1 

A few days later, in the succeeding month of Rajab of 
the same year, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) sent ‘Abdullah Ibn Jahash with twelve persons to 
a place known aS-Batn Nakhlah. It was situated midway 
between Mecca at Ta’if, a day and a night’s journey each 
way. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) had given ‘Abdullah a letter and ordered him to open 
it after two days. When ‘Abdullah opened it he found it 
containing instructions to stop at Nakhlah, reconnotire the 
movements .of the Quraish and report accordingly. By 
chance a party of the Quraish returning from Syria with 
some merchandise passed that way. ‘Abdullah Ibn JahaBh 
attacked them. One of them ‘Amr Ibn al-Hadrami was killed 
and two others captured with some booty. On return to 
Medina ‘Abdullah Ibn Jahash narrated the whole story to 
the Prophet and presented the booty. The Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) reminded him that he 
had not been permitted to aot like that and refused to accept 
the booty. The Companions were highly engaged and said, 
to Abdullah, “You did something for which you had no 
orders, and fought during the Prohibited month , 2 which you 
were not permitted to do.” Those who were captured or 
killed were highly connected. ‘Amr Ibn al-Hadrami was the 



1. I do not deny that historians have stated the aim of the first two 
expeditions to bo plundering of the trade- caravans of tile Quraish, 
and that the caravans escaped by chance. But I must stick to facts, 
as coujcctures are not my business. That the Prophet went to theso 
places and made peace-treaties is the whole fact. That the Prophet 
intended to attack the caravan is a mere surmise. If that was tho 
intention of tho Prophet, we cannot escape the inference that he was 
a tactless leader who repeatedly failed to catch up the caravan ; and 
that (God forbid) he conld not learn anything by experience for the 
caravan again managed to escape at Badr. 



2. Tabari, p. 1275. 
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Son of ‘Abdullah Ibn Hadrami, an ally of Harb Ibn Umayya 
(the grand-father of Amir Mu'awiya). Herb was the leading 
chief of the Quraish and had suooeeded ‘Abd al-Muttalib to 
an over all leadership . 1 Those captured, named ‘Uthm&n 
and Naufal were the ground-sons of Mughlra, the father of 
Walld aud grand father of Kh&lid . 2 Mughlra stood next to 
Harb in power. The Batn Bakhla affair naturally, infuriated 
all the Quraish tribes and laid the foundation of a lasting 
blood feud. The battle of Badr was the outcome of this 
incident. ‘Urwa Ibn Zubair’ son of AsmS’, sister of ‘A’isha, 
declared that the root cause of all the battles with the 
Quraish, including that of Badr, was that Hadrami was slain 
in this skirmish. ‘Allama Tabari also concurs with this 
view in these words : 

“And the thing that caused the battle of Badr and all 
the subsequent battles between the Prophet and the 
unbelievers was the death of Hadrami at the hands of 
Waqid SehmI .” 3 

The battle of Badr being the original oause of all the 
subsequent battles, we shall first give a simple summary of 
events and later on discuss it in detail. 



1. Isaiah, version of ‘Ala, al-Hadrami. 

2. Tabari, p. 1274. 

3. Tabari, p. 1274. 




THE BATTLE OF BADR 



(Ramadan, 2 Hijra, i.e., 623/24, C.E.) 

\ . 

“And God did certainly assist you nfc Badr when you 
were weak ; be careful of your duty to God then, that 
you may give thanks.” (13 : 122) ' 

Badr is a village where a fair is held every years. Nearly 
eighty miles from Medina, it lies close to the spot where the 
Syria-Medlna routs winds its way through difficult valleys. 

As already .said the Quraish had started preparations 
for an attack on Medina, immediately after the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had left Mecca. 
They had written to ‘Abdullah IbnUbayy to kill Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), else they would 
fall upon him and make an end of the MedJnites as well as 
the Prophet. Small parties of the Quraish had hovered 
round. Medina, and Kurz Fihrl had been bold enough to make 
off with some live-stock from the pasture-lands of the city. 

The first thing necessary for an attack w'as enough money 
to bear the expenses of the expedition. Consequently, the 
trade caravan that left Mecca that spring was liberally 
financed, each Meccan investing whatever he had in . cash. 1 

1. lbn Sa'd, page 7 has mentioned Abu Sufyan, the ohief of the 
caravan, as saying that among the Quraish men and women, possessing 
any amount of wealth, there was none who did not ecr, tribute as 
mueh as possible, to them. Only historians eare little for cause and 
their effects ; and so they have merely narrated, this fact, they did 
not try to find out the reason why the whole of Mecoa had invested 
all it had in this trip. 
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Not only men, but also women, wbo rarely did any busi- 
ness, contributed without a single exception. The caravan 
had not yet left Syria for homeward journey, when Hadraml 
was accidently slain. For the angry Quraieh it had the effect 
of adding fuel to the fire. In the mean time a baseless rumour 
went round in Mecca that the Muslims werk coming out to 
plunder the caravan. The Quraish now rose like an angry 
storm overwhelming all Arabia. 

When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) came to know of it, he called Muslims together 
and informed them of the situation. Abu Bakr (Allah be 
pleased with him) and others expressed their readiness to lay 
down their lives, but the Holy Prophet’s glance was turned 
towards the Ansar. The Ansar when they had first pledged 
their support had promised to unsheathe their swords only 
when the enemy fell upon Medina. Sa‘d Ibn ‘Ubada, head 
of the tribe of Khazraj, rose to his feet and said to the 
Prophet, “Is it we you mean ? Then order us, and, by Allah, 
we will jump into the sea.” 

This is the version of Sahlh Muslim Bukhari has it that 
Midqad told the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) that they would not, like the followers of Moses, 
tell him to go with his God and do the fighting ; they would 
on the other hand, fight on his right and his left, in front 
and in the rear. At this speech the face of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) brightened up. 

In short, on the 12th of Ramadan, on the 2nd year of the 
Hijra, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
marched out of the city with three hundred followers. They 
had gone about a mile, when the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) reviewed the Muslim army. Those 
who were too young were sent back 1 as situation like these 
were fraught with dangers and not meant for youngsters. 



1. lbu Sa'd, p, 6. 
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‘TJmair Ibn Abi Waqqas, a child of tender age, was likewise 
told to return. He burst 'into tears and thus got the Prophet’s 
permission. His brother, Sa‘d Ibn Abi Waqqas, himself hung 
a sword round his neck. 1 Now the total number was 313 
out of which 60 were Muhajirs and the rest Ansars, The Jews 
and the Hypocrites at Medina could not be trusted to remain 
loyal in the absence of the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) ; so Abu Lubaba Ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhir 
was appointed the Governor of Medina and ordered to return 
back to the city. ‘Aliyah (the elevated suburb of Medina) 
was placed in charge of ‘Asim Ibn ‘Adi. After making these 
arrangements, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) proceeded .towards Badr, the side from which the 

Meccans were reported to be coming. Two reporters 

Basbasah 2 and ‘Adi had been sent in advance to bring 

news of the movements of the enemy. Passing by Rauh&\ 
Munsarif, Dhat-Ajdhal, Ma'alat and Athil, the Muslim army 
came to Badr on the 17th of Ramadan. The reporters 
brought the news that the Quraish had reached the other end 
of the valley. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stopped here and the army encamped. 

The Quraish had set out from Mecca in full splendour of 
military equipment. They were a thousand strong besides 
a 100 cavalry men. All the grandees of the Quraish were 
present except Abu Lahab, who had been compelled to absent 
himself by an unavoidable circumstance. He had however, 
sent a substitute. Supplies were so abundant that the chiefs 
of the Quraish, as, ‘Abbas Ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, ‘Utba Ibn 
Rabi'a, Harith Ibn ‘Amir, Abu Jahl, ‘Umayya and others 
slaughtered, each by turn, ten camels a day to feed the 
army. 3 ‘Utba Ibn Rabi‘a, the most honoured among them 
held the chief command. 

1. Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummal, on the authority of Ibn ‘Asakir. 

2. Also read as Basbas Ibn ‘Amr — Translator. 

3. Jila'drif Ibn Qaitaba & Sirat Ibn Ishaque quoting from Ibn Hisham 

on Badr. 



